CHAPTER    XXVI
THE BRITISH-RUSSIAN ENTENTE
1906-7
A UNIONIST GOVERNMENT having taken the first step into
the continental arena through its Entente with France, a Liberal
Government was now to make a further advance by an agreement
with Russia.
Nothing had seemed less probable in the previous years. During
the greater part of the nineteenth century Russia, alternately with
France, had been regarded as the secular rival and predestined enemy
of Great Britain. She had an Asiatic policy which seemed to threaten
the British position in India, and a European policy which Great
Britain had resisted once at the cost of war and often with the threat
of war. In the closing years of the nineteenth century these stand-
ing quarrels had been aggravated by a new rivalry in the Far East
in which Britain had sought safety in an alliance with Japan. That
had paved the way to the war in which Japan, under the sheltering
arm of Britain, had inflicted a disastrous and unexpected defeat on
Russia. Finally, in July, 1905, on the morrow of this defeat and
within a month of the signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth, Great '
Britain had announced the conclusion of a new Treaty extending the
Japanese Alliance to the whole of Eastern Asia and India and pledging
each nation to come to the assistance of the other " if by reason of
provoked attack or aggressive action, wherever arising, on the part
of any other Power or Powers, either should be involved in war in
defence of its territorial rights or special interests." l
These moves were in complete accord with the spirit of the times,
1 For details of this Treaty, see Gooch and Temperley, Vol. IV, pp. 64-9.
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